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Title 
Updating the efforts to limit the impacts of dredging, sediment extraction and other bottom disturbing 
activities in the Baltic Sea 

Submitted by: 
Coalition Clean Baltic (observer) 

Description of measure 
Sediment extraction and disturbance is frequent in the Baltic Sea. It ranges from direct and indirect 
activities such as sand and gravel extraction, dredging to disturbance from trawl fisheries.  
 
CCB propose to collect existing measures, recommendations (19/1 Marine sediment extraction and 36/2 
on Management of dredged materials) etc. to a more updated and complete list of measures to address 
the problem of bottom disturbance to safeguard the integrity of the sea floor, from the coast to open 
sea. 

1. All extracting/dredging activities must have time limited permits 
2. All permits should be preceded by a full environmental impact assessment 
3. Dredging and extraction activities should be handled by the same authority 
4. All permits should contain requirements of monitoring after dredging/extraction has taken place 
5. All permits should include a requirement of compensatory measures  

 

Activity:  
Extraction of minerals (rock, metal ores, gravel, sand, shell) 
Restructuring of seabed morphology (dredging, beach replenishment, sea-based deposit of dredged 
material) 

Pressure: 
Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 
Disturbance of species: Other (e.g. barriers, collission) 
Physical loss (due to permanent change of seabed substrate or morphology and to extraction of seabed 
substrate) 

State: 
 

Extent of impact:  

Effectiveness of measure 
Bottom integrity and health of benthic ecosystem has not been managed well. The proposed points to 
strengthen the protection and increase the awareness of the importance of the sea floor should be a 
natural development in striving to reach GES and address the shortcomings identified in e.g. the HOLAS II 
report.  
 
A collapsed cod stock is now a reality. The cods that are still there are starving and small and all 
measures having an impact on cod and other fish stocks are more critical than ever to consider. Bottom 
integrity and benthic habitats are key to the cod and disturbances impairing benthic health, thus food, 
can be one of the most important factors to consider now. The wider ecosystem health issues were 
underlined specifically by the Fisheries Council in October 2019, and the Ministers also noted the 
importance of an updated BSAP to take these considerations into account.  
 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
[Free text: indicate any known or likely sources of cost and/or effectiveness data of the measure] 

http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2019-1.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2019-1.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-2.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-2.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-2.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2036-2.pdf


Feasibility: 
[Optional: provide views on feasibility of implementing the actions e.g. technical, economic, social] 

Follow-up of measure: 
[Optional: indicate information potential or existing follow-up system for the measure, e.g. indicators, 
monitoring programme] 

Background material: 
 
HELCOM HOLAS II on sea bed disturbance 
 
ICES WG EXT annual reports show existing permits, amounts of extractions and addresses issues linked 
to sea bed mining.  
 
Modelling effects on benthic assemblages: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228480060_Modelling_the_effects_of_marine_aggregate_ex
traction_on_benthic_assemblages 
 
Evaluating impacts of bottom trawling and hypoxia on benthic communities, ICES Journal of Marine 
Science, https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsz219 
 
ICES advice on advise on a seafloor assessment process  for physical loss and physical disturbance on 
benthic habitats, December 2019 
http://ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Advice/2019/Special_Requests/eu.2019.25.pdf 
 
 

References 
Outcome of October Fisheries Council and statement made by Minsters and Commission.  
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13250-2019-INIT/en/pdf 
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